FIRST LECTURE

INTRODUCTION----EXPERIMENTAL   EMBRYOLOGY----

FIRST   PROOF   OF   VITALISM

EVERY problem of the philosophy of nature or, what
is almost the same thing, every problem of theoretical
science may be discussed in two very different ways.
We may begin with what is generally called " the
facts," or we may begin with the Ego as conceiving
"facts" ; we may either ascend or we may descend.
In the first case we arrive at a certain logical scheme
postulated by the facts as they are, in the second we
end by realizing that the facts discussed are the
factual illustration of certain a priori possibilities.
Neither of these two methods is strictly exclusive of
the other, for, on the one hand, there is a good deal
of logic in what is called " facts," and, on the other
hand, there is something factual, so to speak, in all
the concepts of logic, except the principle of identity,
and especially in the general concept of Nature. But,
nevertheless, the two methods may clearly be
distinguished in practice, and this in every case,
whether a problem of mechanics be the subject or a
problem of biology.

There can be no doubt that the descending way
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